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Abstract task has only 10 labeled training examples per sense
_ o on average, which is in contrast to nearly 6K training
This paper presents a new application of oo pjes per name class (on average) used for the
the recently proposed machine learning  coN-2003 named entity chunking shared fask
method Alternating Structure Optimiza- One problem is that there are so many words and so
tion (ASO) to word sense disambiguation 5y senses that it is hard to make available a suf-
(WSD). Given a set of WSD problems  giiant number of labeled training examples for each
and their respective labeled examples, we of a large number of target words.
seek to |mproye overall performance on On the other hand, this indicates that the total
that s_et by using all the labeled exam- number of available labeled examples (irrespective
pIe_s (|rrespect|ve 0 f targ‘?t W‘”F’S) for the of target words) can be relatively large. A natural
ent|re_se_t n learning a d|samb|guator for question to ask is whether we can effectively alie
each |nd|y|dl_1§1I problem. Thus, in e_ffect, the labeled examples (irrespective of target words)
E_n ea<_:h 'n?"\‘/'dlﬂal pr(;)blen}_ (:"'g" dls_am— for learning on each individual WSD problem.
e oo e Base on these bsenatons, we s e
disambiguation of “bar”, “canal”, and so, application of Alternating Structure Optimization
- ' ’ . (ASO)(Ando and Zhang, 2005a; Ando and Zhang,
forth). We emplrlc_ally study t.h € effecnvc_e 2005b) to WSD. ASO is a recently proposed ma-
ﬁsekjngssgr;?.rs?;r?/?éggﬁi;?n?:g 2::1';:9 chine_lear_ning me_thod for learning p_redictive struc-
urations. Our performance results rival ture (|.e: ’ mformqnqn useful for pl’e.dIC.tIC.)nS) sha_lr_ed
or exceed those of the previous best sys- by ”.‘“'“p"? .pr.edlt?tlon problems via joint empiri-
tems on several Senseval lexical sample cal risk minimization. It has been S.h own that on
task data sets several tasks, performance can be significantly im-
' proved by a semi-supervised application of ASO,
) which obtains useful information frominlabeled
1 Introduction data by learning automatically created prediction

Word sense disambiguation (WSD) is the task ofroblems. In addition to such semi-supervised learn-
assigning pre-defined senses to words occurring iRg, this paper explores AS@ulti-task learning
some context. An example is to disambiguate an o¥thich learns a number of WSD problems simul-
currence of “bank” between the “money bank” senséaneously to exploit the inherent predictive struc-
and the “river bank” sense. Previous studies e.gfyre shared by these WSD problems. Thus, in ef-
(Lee and Ng, 2002; Florian and Yarowsky, 2002)fect, each individual problem (e.g., disambiguation
have applied supervised learning techniques to WS® “art”) benefits fromlabeled training examples for
with success. other problemge.g., disambiguation of “bar”, dis-
A practical issue that arises in supervised WS@mbiguation of “canal”, and so forth).

is the paucity of labeled examples (sense-annotatedThe notion of benefiting from training data for
data) available for training. For example, the trainother word senses is not new by itself. For instance,

ing set of the SensevakZnglish lexical sample —— ,
been evaluated in the series of Senseval workshops.

http://www.cs.unt.edufada/senseval/. WSD systems have 2http://www.cnts.ua.ac.be/conli2003/ner/



on the WSD task with respect to WordNet synsetggegularization) on the: labeled training examples
Kohomban and Lee (2005) trained classifiers for thg¢(X;, Y;) }:

top-level synsets of the WordNet semantic hierar- .

chy, consolidating labeled examples assomated V\_nthf — arg min Z LX), Y) +r(f)] . @
the WordNet sub-trees. To disambiguate test in- o\

stances, these coarse-grained classifiers are first ap-

plied, and then fine-grained senses are determinéy 0SS functionZ(-) quantifies the difference be-
using a heuristic mapping. By contrast, our apWeen the predictiorf(X;) and the true outpu;,
proach does not require pre-defined relations amof@/d” () is a regularization term to control the model
senses such as the WordNet hierarchy. Rather, 8MPIeXity.

let the machine learning algorithm ASO automati- 5  j4int linear models for ASO

cally and implicitly find relations with respect to theC id dicti bl indexed

disambiguation problems (i.., finding shared prez *">“er"" preh'Ct!Oh” P amalod Xt 6 1 by

dictive structure). Interestingly, in our experiments,{ ,---»m}, each withn, samples(X;;, ; )_ or €
..,ng}, and assume that there exists a low-

. 1,.
seemingly unrelated or only loosely related WOI’d-{.’ ) o
sense pairs help to improve performance. dimensional predictive structure shared by these

This paper makes two contributions. First, Wéjroblems. Ando and Zhang (2005a) extend the

present a new application of ASO to WSD. We emabove traditior_1al linear model to _ajoint Iinegr model
pirically study the effective use of ASO and show™° that a predictor for problewis in the form:
that labeled examples of all the words can be effec- f,(0,x) = wlx+ v/ 0x, 007 =1, 2)
tively exploited in learning each individual disam-

biguator. Second, we report performance results thgthere I is the identity matrix. w, and v, are

rival or exceed the state-of-the-art systems on Sekeight vectors specific to each problem Predic-

seval lexical sample tasks. tive structure is parameterized by thucture ma-
trix © shared by all then predictors. The goal of
2 Alternating structure optimization this model can also be regarded as learning a com-

mon good feature maPx used for all then prob-
This section gives a brief summary of ASO. We firsSiems.
introduce a standard linear prediction model for a
single task and then extend it to a joint linear mode?-3 ASO algorithm
used by ASO. Analogous to (1), we comput® and predictors so

that they minimize the empirical risk summed over
all the problems:

2.1 Standard linear prediction models

m ng l l
In the standard formulation of supervised learningg, {f,}] =argmin ) (Z w +r(fe)
we seek gpredictor that maps an input vector (or OAfe} =1 ‘ -
feature vector x € X' to the corresponding output

y € V. For NLP tasks, binary features are often uselt has been shown in (Ando and Zhang, 2005a) that

— for example, if the word to the left is “money”, setth€ optimization problem (3) has a simple solution
' ' ““"usingsingular value decomposition (SVidhen we

the corresponding_ent_ry afto 1; otherwise, setitto choose square regularization:(f;) = Al|well
0. A k-way classification problem can be castias where ) is a regularization parameter. Laj =

binary classification problems, regarding output w, + ©7v, . Then (3) becomes the minimization

i=1

+1 andy = —1 as “in-class” and “out-of-class”, of the joint empirical risk written as:
respectively. m (LT XY
Predictors based dimear prediction modelsake > (Z ‘T + Aue — @Tw||§> L@
(=1 \i=1 )

the form: f(x) = w’x, wherew is called aweight
vector A common method to obtain a predictorThis minimization can be approximately solved by
f is regularizedempirical risk minimizationwhich  repeating the following alternating optimization pro-
minimizes an empirical loss of the predictor (withcedure until a convergence criterion is met:



Nouns art, authority, bar, bum, chair, channel, child, church;uit, day, detention, dyke, facility, fatigue, feeling
grip, hearth, holiday, lady, material, mouth, nation, matypost, restraint, sense, spade, stress, yew
Verbs begin, call, carry, collaborate, develop, draw, dresst, dhive, face, ferret, find, keep, leave, live, match,
play, pull, replace, see, serve strike, train, treat, tuse, wander wash, work
Adjectives | blind, colourless, cool, faithful, fine, fit, free, gracefgteen, local, natural, oblique, simple, solemn, vita

Figure 1:Words to be disambiguated; Senseval-2 English lexical &atapk.

iv (@ i i word uni-grams in 5-word window,
1. Fix(©, {v,}), and findm predictors{u,} that Local | word bi- and trigrams ofw. » . 1),

minimizes the joint empirical risk (4). context | (w1, wss), (w_1,wi1),
(w_z,w—2,w_1), (Wi1,wt2,w43),

2. Fixm predictors{u,}, and find(©, {v,}) that (Woo, w1, wyr), (W1, Wi1, wyo).

oL . . ; Syntactic | full parser output; see Section 3 for detajl.
minimizes the joint empirical risk (4). Global | all the words excluding stopwords.

POS uni-, bi-, and tri-grams in 5-word window{

The first step is equivalent to training predictors

independently, The second step, which couples dfligure 2: Features. w; stands for the word at positioh

the predictors. can be done bv setting the rows 6?Iative to the word to be disambiguated. The 5-word win-
P v . y g dow is[—2, +2]. Local context and POS features are position-

© to the most significarieft singular vectorsf the  sensitive. Global context features are position inseres(t bag

predictor (weight) matrixU = [uy,...,u,,], and ofwords).

settingvy, = Ouy. That is, the structure matri® is

computed so that the projection of the predictor ma- e goal of this section is to empirically study

trix U onto the subspace spanneddy rows gives e effective use of ASO for improving overall per-

the best approximation (in the least squares sensglmance on these seemingly unrelated disambigua-
of U for the given row-dimension of. Thus, in- o problems. Below we first describe the task set-
tuitively, © captures the commonality of the pre-  (ing * features, and algorithms used in our imple-
dictors. mentation, and then experiment with the Senseval-
ASO has been shown to be useful in #8mi- 5 gngjish lexical sample data set (with the offi-
supervised learningonfiguration, where the above cjg| training / test split) for the development of our
algorithm is applied to a number afixiliary prob-  methods. We will then evaluate the methods de-
lemsthat areautomatically createdrom the unla- veloped on the Senseval-2 data set by carrying out
beled data. By contrast, the focus of this paper is thgie Senseval-3 tasks, i.e., training on the Senseval-3
multi-task learningconfiguration, where the ASO {raining data and then evaluating the results on the

with the goal of improving overall performance on

these problems. Task setting In this work, we focus on the Sense-
val lexical sample taskWe are given a set of target
3 Effective use of ASO on word sense words, each of which is associated with several pos-
disambiguation sible senses, and their labeled instances for training.

) ) ) Each instance contains an occurrence of one of the
The essence of ASO is to learn information usefL{Jarget words and its surrounding words, typically a

for prediction (predictive structure) shared by mulze,, sentences. The task is to assign a sense to each
tiple tasks, assuming the existence of such shargg; instance

structure. From this viewpoint, consider the target

words of the Senseval-2 lexical sample task, showReatures We adopt the feature design used by Lee
in Figure 1. Here we have multiple disambiguatiorand Ng (2002), which consists of the following
tasks; however, at a first glance, it is not entirelffour types: (1)Local context n-grams of nearby
clear whether these tasks share predictive structuweords (position sensitive); (2Zplobal context all

(or are related to each other). There is no direct séhe words (excluding stopwords) in the given con-
mantic relationship (such as synonym or hyponyntext (position-insensitive; a bag of words); BPS
relations) among these words. parts-of-speecm-grams of nearby words; (8yn-



tactic relations syntactic information obtained from the corresponding sub-matrix of the predictor ma-
parser output. To generate syntactic relation fedrix U, which is the gray region of Figure 3 (a). The
tures, we use the Slot Grammar-based full parsstructure matrice®; for j ¢ F' (associated with the
ESG (McCord, 1990). We use as features syntactighite regions in the figure) should be regarded as
relation types (e.g., subject-of, object-of, and noubeing fixed to the zero matrices. Similarly, it is pos-
modifier), participants of syntactic relations, and bisible to compute a structure matrix from a subset of
grams of syntactic relations / participants. Details ofhe predictors (such as noun disambiguators only),
the other three types are shown in Figure 2. as in Figure 3 (b). In this example, we apply the
) ) ) extension of ASO with#' = {SR} to three sets of
Implementation  Our  implementation fOIIOWS_ _problems (disambiguation of nouns, verbs, and ad-
Anc_zlo and Zhang (2005a). We use a moc_j'f']ectives, respectively) separately.
cation of the Huber's robust loss for regression:
L(p.y) = (max(0,1—py))® if py > —1; and—4py mpredictors ROt Nouns Tor yerbsfor adjecives
otherwise; with square regularization & 10~%), e

- : S LC LC
and perform empirical risk minimization by . e
stochastic gradient descent (SGBke e.g., Zhang Ly Osr Osrad
. . — »
(2004)). We perform one ASO iteration. SR SR
PO< POS, Osr verb
3.1 Exploring the multi-task learning Predictor matrixJ O o rediCtOr matril
configuration (a) Partitioned by features: (b) Partitioned by = { SR }
F={SR} and problem types.

The goal is to effectively apply ASO to the set of
word disambiguation problems so that overall pe
formance is improved. We consider two factdiea- To see why such partitioning may be useful for
ture splitandpartitioning of prediction problems  our WSD problems, consider the disambiguation of
“bank” and the disambiguation of “save”. Since a
“bank” as in “money bank” and a “save” as in “sav-

ing money” may occur in similar global contexts,
four feature groupslocal context [.C), global con- certain global context features effective for recog-

text (GC)_, syntactic relation§R), and_ POS features. nizing the “money bank” sense may be also effective
To exploit such a natural feature split, we explore thg, . disambiguating “save”, and vice versa. However,

following extension of the joint linear model: with respect to the position-sensitive local context
T . features, these two disambiguation problems may
fe({0,},%) = wix + ZVE” ©,;x) | (5) not have much in common since, for instance, we
JEF sometimes say “the bank announced”, but we rarely
_ ~ say “the save announced”. That is, whether prob-
where®;07 = Iforj € F, F IS a set of dis- |ems share predictive structure may depend on fea-
joint feature groups, ang() (or vé”)) is a portion ture types, and in that case, seeking predictive struc-
of the feature vectaox (or the weight vectow,) cor-  ture for each feature group separately may be more
responding to the feature groviprespectively. This effective. Hence, we experiment with the configu-
is a slight modification of the extension presenterations with and without various feature splits using
in (Ando and Zhang, 2005a). Using this modelthe extension of ASO.
ASO computes the structure matfix for each fea- Our target words are nouns, verbs, and adjec-
ture group separately. That is, SVD is applied tdives. As in the above example of “bank” (noun)
the sub-matrix of the predictor (weight) matrix cor-and “save” (verb), the predictive structure of global
responding to each feature grogpwhich results context features may be shared by the problems ir-
in more focused dimension reduction of the predicrespective of the parts of speech of the target words.
tor matrix. For example, suppose that= {SR}. However, the other types of features may be more
Then, we compute the structure matfsg from dependent on the target word part of speech. There-

Figure 3:Examples of feature split and problem partitioning.

3.1.1 Feature split and problem partitioning
Our features described above inherently consist



fore, we explore two types of configuration. Oneion problems at once. It turned out that the con-
applies ASO to all the disambiguation problems afiguration ¥ = {POS} does not improve the per-
once. The other applies ASO separately to each &rmance over the baseline. Therefore, we exclude
the three sets of disambiguation problems (noun di®OS from the feature group sEtin the rest of our
ambiguation problems, verb disambiguation probexperiments. Comparison éf = {LC+SR+GC}
lems, and adjective disambiguation problems) anflreating the features of these three types as one
uses the structure matré}; obtained from the noun group) andF* = {LC, SR, GC} indicates that use
disambiguation problems only for disambiguatingof this feature split indeed improves performance.
nouns, and so forth. Among the configurations shown in Figure 4, the
Thus, we explore combinations of two paramebest performance (67.8%) is obtained by applying
ters. One is the set of feature groupsn the model ASO to the three sets of problems (corresponding
(5). The other is the partitioning of disambiguationto nouns, verbs, and adjectives) separately, with the
problems. feature splitF = {L.C, SR, GC}.
ASO has one parameter, the dimensionality of the

3.1.2 Empirical results structure matrix®; (i.e., the number of left singular

68 vectors to compute). The performance shown in Fig-

675 | Problem partitioning ure 4 is the ceiling performance obtained at the best
67 n-eature | Olall problems at dimensionality (in{10, 25, 50,100, 150,---}). In

66.5 once Figure 5, we show the performance dependency on
66 S i ) : )

655 @nouns, verbs, ©;'s dimensionality when ASO is applied to all the
65 adjecives, problems at once (Figure 5 left), and when ASO is
4 separael lied to the set of the n disambiguation prob

Saseline (LC} (GC) {SRPOS) {LC.SR.GC) applied 1o the se noun disambiguation prob-

Feature group set F {LC+SR+GC} lems (Figure 5 right). In the left figure, the config-

Figure 4: F-measure on Senseval-2 English test set. Multi-urat'onF = {GC} (g|0bal_conteXt) p!'Oduc?S be_t'
task configurations varying feature group $etand problem ter performance at a relatively low dimensionality.

partitioning. Performance at the best dimensionalit¥def(in  |n the other configurations shown in these two fig-
{10, 25, 50, 100, - - - }) is shown. . .
ures, performance is relatively stable as long as the

In Figure 4, we compare performance on théjlmensmnallty Is not too low.
Senseval-2 test set produced by training on tl g5 74
Senseval-2 training set using the various configur 67
tions discussed above. As the evaluation metric, \ 65
use the F-measure (micro-average@}urned by the 6;?
official Senseval scorer. Our baseline is the stand: ¢ " 70
single-taskconfiguration using the same loss func 645 69

tion (modified Huber) and the same training algc 0 100 200 300 400 500 0 100 200 300

. dimensionality dimensionality
fithm (SGD). Fi 5: Left: Appl Il th bl
I ; ; igure 9: Left: Applying ASO to all the WSD problems at
The results are in I_m_e with our expectation. T once. Right: Applying ASO to noun disambiguation problems
learn the shared predictive structure of local conte only and testing on the noun disambiguation problems atty.

(LC) and syntactic relations (SR), it is more advant: axis: dimensionality 0B;.
geous to apply ASO to each of the three sets of prc
lems (disambiguation of nouns, verbs, and adje
tives, respectively), separately. By contrast, glob
context features (GC) can be more effectively e
ploited when ASO is applied to all the disambigue

73
72
71

3.2 Multi-task learning procedure for WSD

Based on the above results on the Senseval-2 test set,
we develop the following procedure using the fea-
- ture split and problem partitioning shown in Figure
*Our precision and recall are always the same since ours §. | et A/ V, and.A be sets of disambiguation prob-
tems assign exactly one sense to each instance. That is, ’
lems whose target words are nouns, verbs, and ad-

F-measure is the same as ‘micro-averaged recall’ or ‘acgura "~ " ) X
used in some of previous studies we will compare with. jectives, respectively. We writ® ; , for the struc-



predictors predictors predictors ASO multi-task learning (optimum config.)68.1

for ”OU”\SHIC\” verbj&)/radjectives classifier combination [FY02] 66.5
polynomial KPCA [WSC04] 65.8

LC We compute seven structure SVM [LNOZ2] 65.4

GC matricesd; ;each from the Our single-task baseline 65.3

SR seven shaded regions of the Senseval-2 (2001) best participant 64.2

POS predictor matrixJ.

Figure 7: Performance comparison with previous best sys-

Figure 6:Effective feature split and problem partitioning.  tems on Senseval-2 English lexical sample test set. FYG£ (Fl
rian and Yarowsky, 2002), WSCO04 (Wu et al., 2004), LNO2 (Lee

and Ng, 2002)
ture matrix associated with the feature grgupnd
computed from a problem set That is, we replace

0, in (5) with 9(]',5)- the unseenSenseval-3 test sets.) Nevertheless, it is

worth noting that our potential performance (68.1%)

e Apply ASO to the three sets of disambigua-exceeds those of the previous best systems.
tion problems (corresponding to nouns, verbs, Our single-task baseline performance is almost

and adjectives), separately, using the extenddhe same as LNO2 (Lee and Ng, 2002), which
model (5) withF = {LC,SR}. As a result, Uses SVM. This is consistent with the fact that we

we obtain@; , for every(j. s) € {LC, SR} x adopted LNO2’s feature design. FYO02 (Florian and

{N,V, A}. Yarowsky, 2002) combines classifiers by linear av-
erage stacking. The best system of the Senseval-2

e Apply ASO to all the disambiguation problemscompetition was an early version of FY02. WSC04

at once using the extended model (5) with=  used a polynomial kernel via the kernel Principal

{GC} to obtain® (o aruvua)- Component Analysis (KPCA) method (Schélkopf et

al., 1998) with nearest neighbor classifiers.
e For a problen¥ € P € {N,V, A}, our final ) g

predictor is based on the model: 4 Evaluation on Senseval-3 tasks

fex) =wix+ Y v 0 .x In this section, we evaluate the methods developed
(j,s)eT on the Senseval-2 data set above on the standard

Senseval-3 lexical sample tasks.
whereT = {(LC, P), (SR, P), (GC,N UV U

A)}. We obtain predictoyf, by minimizingthe 4.1  Our methods in multi-task and

andvy. . . . . .
In addition to the multi-task configuration described

We fix the dimension of the structure matrix cor-in Section 3.2, we test the following semi-supervised
responding to global context features to 50. The diapplication of ASO. We first create auxiliary prob-
mensions of the other structure matrices are set t@ms following Ando and Zhang (2005a)’s partially-
0.9 times the maximum possible rank to ensure relgupervised strategy (Figure 8) with distinct fea-
tively high dimensionality. This procedure producedure maps¥; and ¥, each of which uses one of

68.1% on the Senseval-2 English lexical sample testl.C, GC, SR}. Then, we apply ASO to these auxil-
set. iary problems using the feature split and the problem

partitioning described in Section 3.2.

Note that the difference between the multi-task
Figure 7 compares our performance with those aind semi-supervised configurations is the source of
previous best systems on the Senseval-2 English leixformation. The multi-task configuration utilizes
ical sample test set. Since we used this test set for thiee label informationof the training examples that
development of our method above, our performancare labeled for the rest of the multiple tasks, and
should be understood as thetential performance the semi-supervised learning configuration exploits
(In Section 4, we will present evaluation results ora large amount ofinlabeled data

3.3 Previous systems on Senseval-2 data set



1. Train a classifie€; only using feature mag¥, on the #words | #train | avg #sensg avg #train
labeled data for the target task. perword | persense
2. Auxiliary problems are to predict the labels assigned by | English 73 8611 10.7 10.0
(1 to the unlabeled data, using the other feature Map Senseval-3 data sets
3. Apply ASO to the auxiliary problems to obtain English 57 7860 6.5 21.3
4. Using the joint linear model (2), train the final Catalan 27 4469 3.1 53.2
predictor by minimizing the empirical risk for fixe@ Italian 45 5145 6.2 18.4
on the labeled data for the target task. Spanish 46 8430 3.3 556.5

Figu.re 8: Ando and Zhang (2005a)'s ASO semi-supervisedrigure 9:Data statistics of Senseval-2 English lexical sample
learning method using partially-supervised procedurefeat-  data set (first row) and Senseval-3 data sets. On each data set
ing relevant auxiliary problems. of test instances is about one half of that of training inséan

4.2 Data and evaluation metric single-task baseline on all the data sets. The best

We conduct evaluations on four Senseval-3 lexicglerformance is achieved when we combine multi-
sample tasks (English, Catalan, Italian, and Spanistgsk learning and semi-supervised learning by using
using the official training / test splits. Data statis-all the corresponding structure matrig@s; ,) pro-

tics are shown in Figure 9. On the Spanish, Cataluced by both multi-task and semi-supervised learn-
lan, and Italian data sets, we use part-of-speech iimg, in the final predictors. This combined configu-
formation (as features) and unlabeled examples (feation outperforms the single-task supervised base-
semi-supervised learning) provided by the organizeline by up to 5.7%.

Since the English data set was not provided with performance improvements over the supervised
these additional resources, we use an in-house P@gseline are relatively small on English and Span-
tagger trained with the PennTree Bank corpus, angh. We conjecture that this is because the supervised
extract 100K unlabeled examples from the Reuter%’erformance is a|ready close to the h|ghest perfor-
RCV1 corpus. On each language, the number of upnance that automatic methods could achieve. On
labeled examples is 5-15 times larger than that of thfiese two languages, our (and previous) systems out-
labeled training examples. We use syntactic relatioperform inter-human agreement, which is unusual

features only for English data set. As in Section 3yt can be regarded as an indication that these tasks
we report micro-averaged F measure. are difficult.

The performance of the output-based method

. ] . (baseline) is relatively low. This indicates that out-
In addition to the standard single-task superwseﬂut values or proposed labels are not expressive

configuration as in Section 3, we test the fOIIOWing19nough to integrate information from other predic-
method as an additional baseline. tors effectively on this task. We conjecture that for

Output-based method The goal of our multi-task this method to be effective, the problems are re-
learning configuration is to benefit from having theduired to be more closely related to each other as
labeled training examples of a number of words. A Florian et al. (2003)'s named entity experiments.
alternative to ASO for this purpose is to use directly A practical advantage of ASO multi-task learning
as features the output values of classifiers traineaver ASO semi-supervised learning is that shorter
for disambiguating the other words, which we calcomputation time is required to produce similar
‘output-based method’ (cf. Florian et al. (2003)).performance. On this English data set, training
We explore several variations similarly to Sectiorfor multi-task learning and semi-supervised learning

4.3 Baseline methods

3.1 and report the ceiling performance. takes 15 minutes and 92 minutes, respectively, using
) a Pentium-4 3.20GHz computer. The computation
4.4 Evaluation results time mostly depends on the amount of the data on

Figure 10 shows F-measure results on the fowrhich auxiliary predictors are learned. Since our ex-
Senseval-3 data sets using the official training / tepteriments use unlabeled data 5-15 times larger than
splits. Both ASO multi-task learning and semi-labeled training data, semi-supervised learning takes
supervised learning improve performance over thienger, accordingly.



methods English Catalan Italian Spanish
multi-task learning 73.8(+0.8) | 89.5 (+1.5)| 63.2 (+4.9)| 89.0 (+1.0)
ASO semi-supervised learning 73.5(+0.5) | 88.6 (+0.6)| 62.4 (+4.1)| 88.9 (+0.9)
multi-task+semi-supervised 74.1 (+1.1) | 89.9 (+1.9)| 64.0 (+5.7)| 89.5 (+1.5)
baselines| output-based 73.0(0.0) | 88.3(+0.3)| 58.0(-0.3) | 88.2 (+0.2)
single-task supervised learning 73.0 88.0 58.3 88.0
previous | SVM with LSA kernel [GGSO05]| 73.3 89.0 61.3 88.2
systems | Senseval-3 (2004) best systemis 72.9(co4] 85.2(s6G04] | 53.1[sGGo4] | 84.2[sGGo4]
| | inter-annotator agreement [ 67.3 [ 931 [ 89.0 [ 853 |

Figure 10: Performance results on the Senseval-3 lexical sampledtst Mumbers in the parentheses are performance gains
compared with the single-task supervised baseline (izalit). [G04] Grozea (2004); [SGGO04] Strapparava et al. 4200

GGSO05 combined various kernels, which includefeferences
the LSA kernel that exploits unlabeled data withrje Kubota Ando and Tong Zhang. 2005a. A framework
global context features. Our implementation of the for learning predictive structures from multiple tasks and

. . _unlabeled data. Journal of Machine Learning Research
LSA kernel with our classifier (and our other fea 6(Nov):1817-1853. An early version was published as IBM

tures) also produced performance similar to that of Research Report (2004).
GGS05. While the LSA kernel is closely IfelatedRie Kubota Ando and Tong Zhang. 2005b. High performance

to a special case of the semi-supervised application semi-supervised learning for text chunking. Rroceedings
of ASO (see the discussion of PCA in Ando and ©of ACL-2005

Zhang (2005a)), our approach here is more generahdu Florian and David Yarowsky. 2002. Modeling consensus:

in that we exploit not only unlabeled data and global Classifier combination for word sense disambiguation. In
Proceedings of EMNLP-2002

context features but also the labeled examples of

other target words and other types of features. GJ2rdu Florian, Abe Ittycheriah, Hongyan Jing, and Tong Zhang

. . . . 2003. Named entity recognition through classifier combina-
achieved high performance on English using regu- 4 -~ |, Proceedings of CONLL-2003

larized least squares with compensation for skewed

N . . ristian Grozea. 2004. Finding optimal parameter settfogs
class distributions. SGGO04 is an early version of high performance word sense diambiguation. Phoceed-

GGSO05. Our methods rival or exceed these state- ings of Senseval-3 Workshop

of-the-art systems on all the data sets. Upali S. Kohomban and Wee Sun Lee. 2005. Learning seman-

. tic classes for word sense disambiguationPtaceedings of
5 Conclusion ACL-2005

With the goal of achieving higher WSD perfor- Yoong Keok Lee and Hwee Tou Ng. 2002. An empirical evalu-
ation of knowledge sources and learning algorithms for word

mance by exploiting all the currently available re-  gsense disambiguation. Proceedings of EMNLP-2002

sources, our focus was the new application of thI(e/lichael C. McCord. 1990. Slot Grammar: A system for

ASO algorithm in the multi-task learning configu- " simpler construction of practical natural language gransma

ration, which improves performance by learning a Natural Language and Logic: International Scientific Sym-

number of WSD problems simultaneously instead of Pesium. Lecture Notes in Computer Scignages 118-145.

training for each individual problem independently.Bernhard Scholkopf, Alexander Smola, and Klaus-Rober
ST ; ; ; ; Muller. 1998. Nonlinear component analysis as a kernel

A key finding is that usmg ASO with appropriate eigenvalue problemNeural Computation10(5).

feature / problem partitioning, labeled examples of

seemingly unrelated words can be effectively exg:arlo Strapparava,_ Alfio Gllozzo,_ ar_1d _Claudlo Giuliano. 42_00
Pattern abstraction and term similarity for word senserdisa

ploited. Combining ASO multi-task learning with  piguation: IRST at Senseval-3. Rroceedings of Senseval-3
ASO semi-supervised learning results in further im- Workshop

provements. The fact that performance improvepekai wu, Weifeng Su, and Marine Carpuat. 2004. A kernel

ments were obtained consistently across several lan-PCA method for superior word sense disambiguation. In
guages / sense inventories demonstrates that our apf0ceedings of ACL-2004
proach has broad applicability and hence practicdbng Zhang. 2004. Solving large scale linear predictiorbpro
significance lems using stochastic gradient descent algorithmsCML

9 ) 04, pages 919-926.



